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TONI ANNE HONORED BY GOVERNOR FLORIO - Tecnager Tonl Ann&Dcltvn, of Belleville was presented

with a plaque from the governor and his wife Lucinda, at an awards ceremony honoring the young girl as one of
ten reciplents of the 1990 Governor’s Volunteer of the Year Award. Toni Anne volunteers countless hours at
Montclair Community Hospital and serves as an effective rolemodel for other teenagers. She began yolunteering
at MCH when she was twelve years old and has consistently donated more hours than any other teen.

Toni Anne Del.eva honored
by Governor for volunteerism

Toni Anne Deleva, a Volun-

feen at
Trenton July

'cc,lpun.s
Deleva is one
volunt
one of the most
state,
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Pe

vices, DeLeva ha

since 1987 and |

Fatman

Moniclair
Hospital, received the Gi
Volunteer Award at a ¢

Fifteen

ommunity Hos
, Director of Volunteer

Com

serving
year-old
of the youngest

eers to receive the honor —

prestigious in the

r her
ontclair
spital by Barbara
Ser-

15 been a teenage

volunteer (Volunteen) at MCH

given over 275

Cr "wfur

hours of ; much higher than
the teen average of 40 hours per
year, Her nomination for the Gov.
ernor’s Yolunteer Award was sup-

ported by Assemblyman John V.
Kelly, Assemblywoman Marion
Arthur 1

Crecco and Freeholder

“Outstanding Young Citizen of the
Year” by the Conc
of Belleville

/\.[ the hospital, DeLeva works ¢
the reception desk,
and charts patient’s lab report
among other duties. She is v
involved at school as well. She is an
honor student, pl

erned Citizens

business

he violin and

isa cheerleader, She also gives time
to work at her church

The Governor’s Award annually
recognizes individuals and groups
whose hard work, commitment and
dedication have helped improve
the qualilty of life in New J
T'oni Anne
the very best in today’s youth and
her recognition by the Governor
will further enhance her status 2
role model for today’s youth,” said
Barbara Post of MCH

and

Assemblywoman Crecco
Assemblyman Kelly also
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DelPolito’s art make mark

By Steve Politi
Fatman is certainly not faster

n a speeding

ings in a single

bullet, There’s no

that he can leap tafl build-
bound — orin a

ARTIST WITH STILL-LIFE
started out drawing dinesaurs, now has created a comic strip super
hero.

hundred bounds for that matter.
He’d just fall down and leave a hole
in the sidewal

What the world’s newest s
hero can do and do well is ul‘\h

Self-sure young artist 1’ ul |)L”"U|I(U

criminals, He’s the latest creation
of Paul DelPolito, 16-year-oid Bel-
leville Hi Agh junior who is

2 s he’s attended
the New Je, School of the Arts
held at Montclair State College
during the summer, lmvnmgfh(fci

ent aspects of sculpture, painting,
and abstract art

ojects like Fatman, however,
e hard work very enjoyable

_md worthwhile.
= a kid in our art class and
i kid,”
ed to

la‘.km and finish the
story. “T jusl came up with this idea
from that. I drew this guy, and it just
clicked.”

He has already created seven
seenarios in the Fatman series, all
of which have appeared in the

brought with them controversy. A
few Belleville police officers took
offense to the some of the panels
that suggested that some officers
spent more time at Doughnut City
than fighting crimes.

“Don’t they have better things to
do than bother me,” DelPolito
said, “Aren’t there crimes happen-
ing?”

It’s this confidence and sense of
‘\\l'nor than should be a force that

(cantinued on page 3}

Auto thefts continue,
clip 18 in one wee

By Anthony Buccino
Car thieves attacking Belleville
last year made off with vehicles
estimated at a total value of nearly
$4 million according to police sour-
ces,
Most autos stolen here are late

model cars costing more than
$10,000 and last year, 406 auto

thefts were reported last year in
Belleville. So far, this year, 289 cars
were reported stolen in town.

In the past week, from Monday
to Sunday, July 9-15, 18 automobil
were reported stolen from the fol
lowing streets: Washington Ave.,,
Cedar Hill Ave., Mill St.,, Wilson
Place, Belleville Ave., Belmont
Ave,, Heckle St., Franklin Ave. (3),
Ralph St,, Joralemon St., Bayard
St., Union Ave., Newark Ave., and
Division Ave.

“We are averaging about 40
stolen cars a month,” said auto
theft squad member Detective Pet-
er Fraone.“We get more attemp-
ted thefts than actual thefts, There
afe more thefts from auto, t00.”

“In July (as of Monday) we've
had 22 stolen cars. This week we've
had six attempts. For the month,
far, we had a total of 8 attempts. %
expect at least 20 more auto 1th'
before the month is over.”

Belleville is the
ween Newark and Nutley,
Nutley reported 140 stolen auto
mobiles. Newark the country
t year in auto t.nh:, crime statis

h 15, stol

r auto theft are from
records show. Also, the
most
St, and Belleville
. alongside Branchbrook Park,
fering Newark, and in the Sii
ver Lake section in the southern

Ncmr&
zones where cars are stolen
are between Mil

A lot of the cars stolen here are

er used in purse snatchings, arm-

ed robberies and leaving the scene
accidents,” said Sgt. Joe Tortor-

ello. “We've got to

tors change the laws.”

enough, he said,
made more stringent.
“th a cwr ‘!\wu ts caught

got to be

i Det, Fraone. In other words,
they are released on their pledge
that they will show up for their day
in court. “They don’t always show
up, either, and we’ve got a stack of

warrants to prove it.”

“If it’s a juvenile, they're usually
released the same night.” Fi
said. “But if we catch a shoy
who tries to steal a carton of
cigarettes, he' gets to wait in jail
untii he can come up with $251

“We have to concentrate on a
burglary more than on a stolen car,
even though the car’s value may be
over $10,000 and the VCR stolen
from a home burglary is only a few
hundred dollars. The crimes are
treated differently and so are the
criminals.”

“The kids stealing cars today
‘play chicken with them'’, they drive
them in figure 8's in wrecked build-
i Newark. They d
into hou.
just fe:

stolen, they were taken for joyrides,
then when the car ran out of gas, it
was left behind, Now, these kids

B.A.S.E.

take the cars and play ‘demolition
derby’ with brand new cars. They're
not their cars, so what do these kids
care about damage,”

said Tortor-

ello, “The situation is not going to
get any better until the people help
us out.

Moru has to be done with
and neighbor

“The D(‘wr)\t take this crime too
lightly. All this 1
ance cover:
ed on to all of us.” Tortorello s
Tortorello speaks from experi-
ence, as both a police officer and as
a victim of thieves. His brand
new Cadillac was stolenwhenit had
only 150 miles on it, the sticker was
| in the window.
‘Car thieves did nearly $14,000
worth of damage. Not to mentios
the inconvenience of being without
a car, and still having to make

(continued on page 2)

group

applies for grant

The Belleville Alliance for Subst
ance Bducation (B.A.S.E.)isapply
ing for a $61,650 Municipal Alli
ance Grant from the Govemor’s
Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse. Part of the grant money will
be utilized to fund Project
CH.ASE, the Community Hel
pers Advocating Substance Educa
tion, a multifaceted program.
CHASE. wili fund a drop.
in center to provide group support
for teens and their families who are
at high risk, The facilities u
the evening hours of the center will
date

The drop-in center will

d for

reme ends of the

be Ic
township.
be \“Mgd hy ‘mmml facilitators
qn blems

avement

The funds will also be utilized
within the schools to. continually
update drug awareness curr
the
Under the grant application, the
Belleville High ool WBHS
amu}«mlncx station will air
>nthly program. The shows will
focus on the nation’s and the town-

A

become trained in parent/guardian
awareness workshops on substance
hese trained individuals
out and make presenta.

buse
will reach
locally to civic organizations.
e presentations will be used to
yurage education and promote
\}Hl:?_ use
throughout the community.

The grant will provide funds for
an organized Community Drug
Education Da
to all the ¢

tions

a “no me

Belleville
adolescents and

izens of

including children,

e grant will provid
all-night graduati

or BHS graduates. The
all- .m’h{[r.ul\/ besides providing a
drug and alcohol free environment

for graduat t a high
will be followed the

with breakfast.

sisk time,
xt morning

ance must ra;
of its own funds to qua
grant, Th

township

the official

alliance by Commission resolution
on May 22. For more information
about B write to them at

P.0O. Box 368, Belleville, NJ 07109.

WALLACE STREET WORK PROCEEDS - Most of the trees scheduled for removal on Wallace St. have been
cut down and carted away. Meanwhile, at the west end of the street, contractors have tom up the sidewalk from

TS NI RET STaTtedt i the-Com=—Harsisor ST Services al the CHrisan A poStoltc Chrurch; 77 Wattace St were camcebed-bast Fhrsday, Sunday.
and Tuesday because of limited access to the building and pnrklng loL As of Tuesday, sidewalks in front of the
church were in place but the driveway apron had not been comp’~*




eaponded 10 a call at 6:45 a.m. and
beerved a door on the north side of

FPolice entered the building with
who was unable at the
lhle %0 determine if anything was

A r'ﬁ“ellevillc Police officer was
dnjured when the vehicle she was
driving hit a parked car on Forest
St. at 2 p.m. July 12. The officer
stated she applied the brakes when
2 small animal ran in front of the
‘car, The officer stated that her foot
slipped off the brake and her shoe
Mlhepspedal The officer’s car
struck a parked car which crossed
(h'ylock Parkway twice and came
0 rest in a driveway two blocks
4own the hill near Nolton St. The
~pelling vehicle managed to travel
o blocks from the start of the
“Mbcident without further damage to
people or property. The officer
eceived injuries to her ribs, knee
nd mouth, and was treated at
Om Maass Medical Center.
= The owner of a 1988 Cheyrolet
Mn reported that the car’s rear
window was smashed during the

Lozzarelli named
bank CEO/director
Dominick Riccelli, chairman of

vNevmn Savings Bank, sla, announ-
zoad Frank J. Cozzarelli of North

=Caldwell has been  named
CEOManaging Director.
« Frank J. Cozzarelli, Esq.

=aftorney with offices in Bellevil
“has served as the acting CEO of the
bank since January. He will con-
“tinue in a permanent capaci
Chicf Executive

e

Officer ‘er
bringing his

background to the bank.
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- report-
* ed that a 20" Hutch bicycle valued

at$250 was stolen from the hallway
on July 14,

_A Lake St. resident reported that
a Yamaha Condor 20” bicycle was
stolen from a shed in the rear of the
yard. The resident reported that the
door had been pried open and the
bike stolen,

A 14 yearold juvenile from
Wayne was charged with being an
unlicensed driver at 3:39 a.m. at the
comer of Jerome and Delavan
aves. Police were called to check
out a suspicious vehicle and found
the juvenile behind the wheel of a
late model black-burgundy Lin-
coln. Further investigation reveal-
ed that the car belonged to the
child’s father who had not given
permission for its use, The youth
was released to his father,

Police were called to the scene of
an accident on Washington Ave.
July 12 and found one of the drivers
to be on the revoked. list. Police
charged Paula Ann Siclari, 23, with
driving while on the revoked list,
She was issued a summons and
released on $250 bail.

A 39 year-old woman reported
that she stopped for a traffic light at
Little St. and Washington Ave. July
13 at about 10 p.m. when two black
males approached the car and took
her purse. The victim said the
suspects fled south on Washington
Ave, She described the first assai-
lant as black, 18-20 years-old,

130 pounds, with black

hood; the other tlant was des-
cribed as black, about 35 years-old.
The victim reported the purse con-
tained credit cards and about $45 in
cash.

Four people were cha with
shoplifting at a Main St. depart~
ment store July 13 at about 10 p.m.
Police arrested Carlo Martinez, 29
of Passaic and Giovanni Galessi,
29, of Lyndhurst and charged the
with shoplifting. Police also arre:
ed two 17 year-old juveniles. The
four had been observed by store
security attempting to conceal
sneakers valued at $34.99 in their
trousers. During a search incident-

al to arrest, one juvenile was u»m, d

2] nt
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4 TROISE INSURANCE AGENLY

“WHERE QUALITY COVERAGE COUNTS"
!72 Washington Avenue, Belleville

5:30 PM + Sat. 9 AM

It’s time for an insurance check-up

WE COVER PERSONAL WATERCRAFT
Wave Runners, eic

1z30 M 759-4100

MOTARY PUBLE

ALLSTATE FOUNDATION SUBSTANCE AWARENESS GRANT -
Belleville Publk‘ Schools received a $750 grant from the Allstate
C

re, school Sub

Deborah

Meola lcccpt.s a check from Allstate’s Roy Collins.

Allstate awards grant

The Alistate Foundation recent-
ly presented a grant for $750.00 to
the Belleville Public Schools to
support the school's Substance
Awareness Program,
“SALU.TE.” The local Student
Assistance Learning and: Under-
standing Through Education pro-
ject has been. showcased by the
State Department of Education.

“We're glad to be able to support
SALUTE, in its efforts toward
providing a safe, drug-free environ-
ment,” said Roy Collins, Sr.
Market Claim Manager représent-
ing the Alistate Found
ins présented the check to
le’s Substance Awareness (om-
dinator Deborah M

Belleville Public
implemented a s
ness curriculum,

grades K-12
emphasizing primary prevention of

Auto thefts risin,g

{continued from page 1)
payments and pay insurance when
you've got no car,” Tortorello said.

thieves  will

The' prin

gets for steal-to-
order shops are Firebirds, 2
and Corvett

, he sz
make arrangements for dv»,mml u(

Get the most
for your car
insurance
dollar.

8 ~ccurity National Bank
& Trust (:()l]l')illl)' of New Jersey

EY

CD POWER!

1 8.00%

6 MONTH

8.28,

*Annual Yield

7.85%

Auustate

substance abuse,

Project SA.LUTE. is the stu-
dent assistance program used with-
in the Belleville School District. It
is eomposed of & team of faculty
and administrators trained in the
process of identifying *chemically
dependent adolescents, gathering
information related to the adoles-
cent’s school performance, and
making determinations as to the
most appropriate response to the
findings,

Project S.ALUT.E. offers pre-
liminary assessment and support
service to district students.

The Allstate Foundation, found-
ed in 1952, annually gives grants
totalling several million dollars in
its focus areas of health/wellness,
neighborhood rehabilitation and
education.

-0 whcrc the
” Fraone

radio, but the police n
ation from the
et
ly Sgt. Tortorello, I
raone and officer Grover
Lewis comprise the auto
squad. But they perform th
tion in addition to other ¢
including tracking owners of aba
doned cars, and investigating other
crimes reported locally,
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¢dde¢ Comments

By Jim Golden

We admired lj\c recent “gold-
plated n-
day Surhdw editorial which
explained there are two messages
from the budget adopted by the
State Legislature: — the official
explanation, and & cynical variant.
The initial logic that the Legisla-
ture has asked the public to accept
might be snmmarized this way: The
state isiin the midst of a fiscal crisis
of major . i Everyone
must help out. Belts will be tighten-
ed. Taxes must go up. There is no
choice and everyone must contr-
ibute,

But there is a second message

‘that the Legislature has chosen to

add. What it amounts to is: I'm all
right, Jack. I've got mine and the
heck with you.

In one of the most inappropriate
actions imaginable, the Legislature
has chosen, in this year of austerity,
to retain in the budget increases in
its salary, its staff expenditures and
in its perks that were adopted Jast
year. This is a part-time body whose
members generally have successful
careers on the side.

Boosting its own budget by 13
percent to a record high — while
slashing most state agencies outlays
by 10 percent — appears as a sign of
irresponsible conduct. Over the
long term, the trend has been the
same - with the legislative budget
more ‘than tripling. It now costs
almost $200,000 a year to pay. for
the salary and expenses of each
legislator.

To ask the public to sacrifice
while the legislators raise their own
income is not only a poor idea but
contemptuous one, Asked if it
would not be better public relations

to rescind the raise, Assembly
Speaker Joseph Doria said: “We
are in the business of people rela-
tions, not public relations.” Onc
can only wonder what people he
had in mind.

There are other questionable
expenses, Some $2 million more
will go to legislative staff salaries —
even though investigations have
regularly revealed these funds are
often misused. And $1.2 million
will go for legislators’ district
offices convenient places from
which to run political campaigns.

But the most curious expense
all is surely the $7,500 voted for
gold badges — which can only be
considered bizarre toys.

Instead of pinning a gold badge
on themselves, the legislators
ought to try a scarlet letter. The
most suitable letter would be G —
standing for gall.

An excellent condemnation of
the profligate greed of our salons
who ride roughshod over the rank
and file little people, who must
needlessly pay for the lavish life
style these avaricious, greedy pol-
iticians who denigrate themselves
by their covetous wanton life pat
termns shamelessly impose upon out
rank and file people.

Were that we wer
back to the halcyon
Jersey  State tor
Assemblymen  respected
and graciously served with dignity
by being remunerated by res
five hundred dollars and a railroad
pass for the privilege to serve in lh(
statetegistature ... what has happen-
ed to the badge of honor and
dignity over the stigma of greed?

able to go

B ¢
WPC STAGES TEXAS MUSICAL - Gene Ciccone of Bellevile appears

the sheriff in the William Pate
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Belleville Times——
;-

Frank De Lisl, who has aiready read five books since July, urges
Yyou to join the summer reading program READ for teens and
adults this summer.

Fiction best sellers

Fiction bestsellers at the Belleville Public Library and
Information Center inlcude “The Burden of Proof,” by Scott
Turow, “Message From Nam,” by Danielle Steel, “The Stand,”
by Stephen King, “Oh, The Places You'll Gol” by Dr, Seuss,
“Dragon,” by Clive Cussler, “September,” by Rosamunde
Pilcher, “The Bourne Ultimatum,” by Robert Ludlum, “An
Inconvenient Woman,” by Dominick Dunne, “Sullivan’s Sting,”
by Lawrence Sanders, “The Golden Orange,” by Joseph
‘Wambaugh, “Coyote Waits,” by Tony Hillerman, “Clear and
Present Danger,” by Tom Clancy, and “Family Pictures,” by Sue
Miller, If the book is out, the Circulation Department will be glad
to put the book on reserve for you, at a cost of 25 cents per reserve.

Monday evening happenings

This summer, on Monday evenings, the Belleville Public
Library is presenting an alternative to television, by providing a
variety of Monday evening programs, all beginning at 7:30 p.m
On July 23, Caryl Green’s Happy Times Children’s Theatre will
present Happy Times Around the World, while on July 30, The
Raptor Trust will present a color slide presentation on owls with
live owls in attendance, followed by Peter the Clown with his live
Jjuggling, magic, and puppetry on Aug. 6. On Aug. 13, Richard
Stillman, the “Irish Minstrel,” will present jigs and reels, Irish
storytelling, bagpipes, and stepdancing, followed by magician Joe
Fischer, who will present a program of fantasy, illusion, and magic
on Aug. 20. On Aug. 27, Kathleen Mollica will present “Meet
Cockatoo Birds.” Please register for all these programs at the
library by calling the Circulation Desk at 450-3434.

Summer Programs

July 19 — Crafts for adults only, entitled “Burlap Bouquets”
will take place at 11 a.m. at the Belleville Public Library and
Information Center. Call the library at 450-3434 to register

Secret Movieswill take place at2 p.m. in the James J. CozzareHi
Jr. Children’s Room.

A Storytime for Toddlers will take place at 9:30 a.m. at the
Shafter Branch Library while a preschool will take place at 10:30
a.m. at the Shafter Branch, 30 Magnolia Street.

July 23 — Caryl Green’s “Happy Times Theatre” will present
a program, entitled “Happy Times Around the World,” funded
by @ Matching Grant from the Essex County Division of Cultural
and Historic Affairs at 7:30 p.m. Registration for this family
program is required by calling the Circulation Desk at 450-3434.

A Craft program for teens and adults, entitled “Easy Way
Pictures” will take place at 11 a.m. at the Belleville Public Library
and Information Center, 221 Washington Avenue. Call the library
at 45 34 to register, or come in person.

BOOKMARKS

By Adrea Cohen

Library video collection

The Belleville Public Library and Information Center has a
library video collection that is diverse, to meet all interests
Musical features inchide, to name a few films, “A Chorus Line,”
“Funny Girl,” “Kiss Me Kate,” and “The Music Man.” A large
collection of how-to-video include “Interior Paint and Wallpap
“Miss Manners on Weddings,” and jide to Dining
Etiquette for Social and Business Occasions,” There are also a
wide collection of comedy films from “Shirley Valentine,” to
“Uncle Buck” to “Moonstruck” to “Barefoot in the Park.”
M)S[eryund su\penscvxdeos include “Sea of Love,” “Last Rites,”
he Stranger,” and “Witness.”

Action and adventure videos include “Die Hard,” “Betrayed,”
“Alien Nation,” and “Batman.” Children’s features include such
videos as “Benji the Hunted,” “Fireman Sam,” “Richard Scarry’s
Best Counting Video Ever,” and “He’s Your Dog, Charlie
Brown.”

Around the world with books

During its twenty-fifth anniversary, “Around the World With
Books” is the theme for the summer reading program at the
Shafter Branch Library, located at 30 Magnolia Street. To relate

to the theme, flags of many nations are on display at the Shafter «

Branch Library. Activities, displays, and storytime will be
correlated with the theme. During the last two weeks of July,
Europe will be featured, while China will be featured the first
week of August and India and Japan the week beginning Aug. 12

Featured activities include “Making a Puppet” on July 25,
“Turtle Back Zoo” on Aug. 8, “A Talent Show” on Aug. 15,
“Checkers’ Tournament on Aug, 20, and “World Book Bingo” on
Aug. 22, at 10:45 a.m. Registration for all programs is required

Prizes abound for everyone who participates in the Summer
Reading Club, too. Visit your branch library during its twen
fifth anniversary celebration and have fun too, whether engag
in a program or reading.

ing

Reading popularity

A new Gallup survey finds that 37% of American adults read
books for fun, as opposed to 21% in 1962. Perhaps the patrons of
the Belleville Public Library and information Center might enjoy
some of these hexlsellmg_ titles: “The Joy Luck Club,” by Amy
Tan, “Creatur: by John Saul, “A Knight in Shining /‘umm," by
Jude Deveraux, Day of the Cheetah,” by Dale Brown, “The
Russia House,” by John le Carre, “A Prayer for Own Meany,” by
Johnlrving, Shell Seekers,” by Rosamunde Pilcher, *
the Flesh,” by Fern Michaels, “Garden of Lies,” by Eileen
Goudge, and “The Temple of My Familiar,” by Alice Walker.

Other bestselling titles include “All 1 Really Need To Know I
Learned in Kindergarten,” by Robert Fulghum, “A Woman
Named Jackie,” by David Hewmann, “When Rabbit Howls,” by
Truddi Chase, “A Bricinslory of Time,” by Stephen Ha l\‘\k\l\[.,
“The Road Less Traveled,” by Scott Peck, “Love and Marriage,
by Bill Cosby, “Summer of 49,” by David Halberstam, and “Why
Me?” by Sammy Davis Jr.

Beiter photographs

Do you need help with camera vision, composition, designing
with light and color, or photographing people? Why not try the
following how to videos available at the library: “On Assignment
Photograph Design,” and “Photographing People.”

The library also has many books on photography, which you
might enjoy,

S S
“Around the World With Books” is the theme for the summer
reading program st the Shafter Branch Library. Flags of many
nations and travel books are on disp! t the Shafter Branch, in
conjunction with the theme of the program,

READ

A recent Eagleton survey showed that 51% of those going to
libraries in New Jersey in 1989 went to borrow books. This
summer, the Belleville Public Library is encouraging its patrons
to read and to participate in an individualized reading program
for teens and adults, entitled READ. For every teen or adult who
reads ten books, a certificate will be awarded. For e teen or
adultwho reads twenty books, a paperback book will be awarded.
Those who read thirty or more books will have their names listed
in the library’s newspaper column and newsletter

Please call Adrea Cohen at 450-3434 to register for the
program, or come in person to the library.

A session for all participants will be arranged, so they can
exchange ideas on the books that they have read
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((our opinioN)

The car thieves are back

from vacation

Unfortunately for the good citizens of Belleville, the urchins from
south of the border are back from their summer vacations at
whatever temporary holding institution they were locked in for all
too brief a period of time. g

They're back, and they’re stealing our cars again, They've grabbed
atleast 18 in the pastweek and authorities expect them to steal at least
20 more before August 1. That expectation is based on Belleville’s
average of about 40 stolen cars per month.

According to the 1989 Untform Crime Report for New Jersey, last
year Belleville had 406 motor vehicle thefts compared to 1988 when
we had 450. Already, this year, we've had 289 stolen cars. For a
township of only 3.3 miles with a population of 36,016 permanent
residents, that’s close to one in one hundred residents having had
their auto stolen last year, The odds of having one’s car stolen are
much better than those of winning the New Jersey State Lottery. If
you've got a late-model GM, Firebird, Camaro or Corvette, your
odds of being hit are even greater.

Last year, Newark led the nation in auto thefts with a reported
15,698 lost cars. That’s more than one stolen ¢ar for every person
living in the township of Verona (pop. 14,196), not that everyone in
Yerona owns his own car, but when you think of stolen cars asif each
was represented by a person in a small town, it puts the loss into

Burglar alarms have a tendency to keep honest people honest.
Our society has gotten (o the point where the screaming car alarm
barely gets a second glance. And, anyway, most car thieves will drive
away with your alarm blaring while they rip at various wires under the
dashboard. If anything, an alarm may delay the thief. We’re almost
at the point where you need asentry standing guard over your parked

ir, even ifit's in the driveway,

Stalistics show that most car thefts in Belleville are perpetrated by
juveniles. These young thugs know a fot about stealing cars. They
know a lot about restrictions placed on pursuing them. They know a
lot about the slight slap on the wrist they’ll get even if they are caught.
They know a lot about stealing cars, but someday they’il outsmart

Belleville’s ideal geographical location for business purposes also
puts us in an ideal location as a crime target. Buyers from Newark’s
drug supermarkets use our streets to get back to their safe homes in
Nutley, Clifton, Passaic, and Paterson. They even have the audacity
to stop into our police station when they've been shot or knived in
Newark. Ashotin the arm or ashot in the head, we don’t need junkies
coming here for first aid.

Our entire police force is to be commended for their efforts aimed

(YOUR OPINION )

Un-equal access

To the editor:

1 would like to enhance some of the topics which were
addressed in the “Our Opinion” section of the July 5, 1990 issue
of the Belleville Times. This was entitled The Lord is patient.
The article refersto a U.S. Supreme Court decision. The actual
case took:issue with the Equal Access Act, On face value, the
Act ostensibly states that public schools can allow for students
to meet on school property after or before the start of the
school day. Students are to be allowed to assemble as a “club”
and discuss religious issues. These clubs are not supposed to
have any participation from school officials or teachers, There
is not supposed to be any outside interference or involvement
from members of the community. In essence, “hands off” is the
directive,

The article states that this isa back door tactic, I do not know
if that was sarcastically meant, but back door it is. There have
been many theopolitical attempts to refurn religion back to the
public. school ever since 1963 when government endorsed
prayers finally became a recognized unconstitutional practice.
From “moment of silence” to “equal access”, the religious
hierarchy was intent on grabbing the minds of the young.
Indeed, the Equal Access Act is the proverbial “foot in the
door” Now, perhaps it’s only me, but I can’t help but think that
the 20 - 30 someodd churches located around town would
somehow adequately furnish the required space necessary for
such religious gatherings. Would I also be remiss in assuming
that some students might even be able to use their own homes?

The article then discusses a student’s right to have an
opportunity to learn about God, (which one, I do not know),
prayer, and the teaching of virtues. There is a misunderstand-
ing here, there is a difference between teaching religion and
teaching ABOUT religion in the public school. Religious
ceremonies and theistic dogma are private and personal affairs
and should not be in the school curriculum. Objective inquiry
however, ‘is the preferable approach. A true study of
comparative religion could be a valuable course for any
student. The study of origins, development, socio-political and
cultural impact and structure of diverse world religions could
be very enlightening.

Students must be made aware of any religion course that
there has always been dissent with regard to religion. Entire
families, cities, states, and nations have been at war for years
over religious questions. The divisive nature of religion and its
illogical and irrational bases must be explored in any rational
study of the subject. The picture is painted of religion as the
savior of modern civilization, all was dark and doom until
good, kind, and sweet Christianity emerged to save the day.
Nothing is further from the truth, it came by the sword and that
same sword is stiil as bloody and sharp as it ever was.

Itis detestable when religion is given credit as the source for
virtuous behavior. Parental influence, human experience,
education, and intelligence are the basic roots which influence
personal conduct, The public school system is responsible for
educating our children, the three “R’s”, remember them?

The school system is no place for governmentally organized
religious ceremonies. There are buildings already erected for

.o .
Less jingoism
To the editor:

About this editorial of 75: 1 -

I think yourintended fireworks came off sounding chauvinis-
tic, and even the ilfustrious ghost of Patrick Henry couldn’t get
you out of the logic fallacy you got yourself into. ~*

‘We have separation of church and state in this country, so
when in schools we studyteach the sociological, historical,
philosophical impact of secular thinkers like Marx (who in the
end said communism would fail), Freud (the father of modern
psychology also flexible in his views), and Malcolm X
(zenerally regarded more rhetorical than fanatical) it is not
inconsistent with the exclusion of compelling students to
adhere to a belief system of moral paradigms hitherfo known
as religion.

And communism has failed in the Soviet Union; Gorbachev
(whom you speciously compare to Hitler and Stalin) is less on
a“charm offensive” than he is struggling to guide and deal with
the massive — and real — populist uprising seriously
attempting to throw off oppressive, unrealistic (cf. Mr. Marx)
government controls. _

And politically I find if “Gorbachev” and “communism”
were interchanged with “Reagan” and “fascism” in your
second paragraph it would be an apt discourse for surel And a
good study of how Hitler got away with his manipulative
propaganda.

Your little broadcasting-publishing conglomerate could
never be accused of being impartial, as it’s big on revisionism!

Please, a bit lighter on the jingoism!

Tony Forte

Thanks Chirico

To the edifor:

Iwould like to thank Dr. Anthony Chirico for his quick and
enthusiastic response to a very important issue to me.

Upon moving to the town of Belleville with my family, one
of the first things I did was request a street sign saying “Deaf
Child Area” for my 4 year old deaf daughter. These signs can
be found in most towns where a deaf child resides and serves
the purpose of warning motorists to slow down, proceed with
caution and not rely on their horns to get a child’s attention.
The cost is approximately $50.00. I appealed to a number of
town officials to assist me in making my daughter’s environ
ment as safe as possible; T was denied.

3 ns for the denial were even more surprising; the
sign was illegal, the town would lose funding for street repair
and I was even told by one official that the sign would give me
a false sense of security for my daughter’s safety.

After nine (9) months of repeated requests and a threat to
bring the media into it I received a tentative agreement that the
town would put the sign up but not pay for it.

By chance 1 mentioned this arrangement to Dr. Chirico. 1
also voiced my displeasure with it and like magic I have a street
sign up thatwas paid for by the town. Dr. Chiricois a great asset
to this town and community and my ily and I thank him.

My greatest respect for this man lies not only because he put
asignonas

at zero-tolerance of controlled dangerous substances being trans-
ported through our town. And Belleville’s Narcotics Squad is also to
be commended for their constant vigil in identifying and locking up
the scum that would sell their poison to our children. Particularly
commendable are their efforts to share their knowledge with the
youth in our town through in-service and other drug education
presentations in schools and churches.

Primary arcas of car theft in Belleville are along the southern
borderwith Newark. The thieves count on their easy and quick access
to getaway routes on Bloomfield Ave. from Silver Lake, and Mill St.
from almost anywhere along Branch Brook Park.

They also count on directives from state authoritics that say that
ilin the event of stealing a car and evading police, if the thicves crash
and kill someone, it somehow, God only knows how, becomes the
civil responsibility of the police, and the police are supposedly wrong

for trying to stop a thief.

T'he world has gone mad, and this type of litigation is proof. On one
hand, the police must make every attempt to stop anyone in

violation, yet they are so severely restricted that if in the event of that
effort, some innocent people are put in jeopardy, the police have to
weigh the liability of their actions. It’s time for corrective legislation.

A partial solution to the thefts can be considered along Mill St. in

> park where the river marks a natural boundry. What must be

contemplated, seriously, is removing the egress south of the border
by removing the bridges at Washington Ave., Union Ave., Bridge St.
and Main St. That would cause car thefts along the side streets on
Belleville Ave. and in the Valley to drop off significantly.

Forba—P
I

might
illegal.”

our bunkers.

it doesn’t solve the problem for our people in Silver
ps to sit concealed in the back of the car with a shotgun
¢ an answer, but as Richard Nixon once said, “that would be

And of course, the limited access to Belleville from Route 21 may
1se some traffic problems, but at least we’ll know where everyone
>ring and exiting our town. We'll at least have a fighting chance

¢ destructive habits of many known car thieves, they
steal the cars anyway and drive them into the river just for

spite. So, what do we really gain from all this? It is a problem that
must be addressed, just as the ever-growing illicit drug trade must be
cut down in its prime. When it cornes to solutions, the dogs bark and

the stolen cars are driven away.

that purpose.

reet, but because he alone showed a little girl that

the town she lives in cares.

Allyn Ciccone

Kathleen Fonti

By Frank A Orechio
SN

¢ THE NEW Belleville Town Councit
is off and running. Members of the new
Council have an opportunity to honor
Belleville's past by guaranteeing a future
full of hope and. progress.

s GOVERNOR Jim Florio is taking
the heat for proposing new taxes to
make up a $600 million shortfall in
revenues anticipated by his predecessor,
Governor Tom Kean. Increased taxes
were also required to fund a program of
educational equality recently mandated
by the New Jersey Supreme Court

Jim Florio — his critics notwithstand
ing — never promised and never said
“Read my lips
Republican opponent, Gubernatorial
candidate Jim Courter, was the can
didate who promised no new taxes —
and he was defeated

Governor Florio is an honorable per-
son. He has never misled us and 1s as
truthful as any past governor, and we
certainly have had some giants of in
ioui Tom-Kean Richard Hughe

no new taxes.” His,

jority than he will receive this year. The
County Courthouse is just another step
on the way to his total fulfillment in
politics. The future will hold bigger and
better things for Tom

« SHERIFF Thomas D'Alessio’s Day

at the Races last Friday proved to be
very successful. But when Tom
D'Alessio sponsors anything, it's a
guaranteed success. He is the most
thorough manager of events I have ever
met

* ESSEX COUNTY Republican
Chairman John P. Renna has received a
vote of confidence from his fellow coun
ty chairmen by his recent re-election as
State Chairman for the New Jersey
County Chairmen’s Association

Recenty Gracie. Renna hosted a
fabulous 70th birthday party for John
The foed, music and guests were of the
same high quality. But, we should not
expect less from Gracie who is a perfec

tionist

*THE whole Republican Morris
County Board of Freeholders last week
agreed to place a non-binding referen

dunr on the November ballot urging
repeal of Governor Florio's tax package

T'he tax package includes making up a
$600 million budget deficit, a leftover
from the previous administration and
also funds, to a higher degree, state aid
to education. It would be interesting to
learn from the Morris County Board of
Freeholders where the'state money is

expected to come from if the Florio tax
package was repealed. Governor Florio
denounced the proposal in what he
labelled “politically motivated ballot

questions.” Florio is right on target with
hiy observation

¢« THE Republican candidate for
Essex County Exeeutive wants an in
dependent mid-year audit, before the
Essex Board of Freeholders adopts the
much-delayed county budget. The
Board of Freeholders includes three
Republicans, Monroe, Lustbader and
Art Clay. Without citing any responsi
ble authority, the Republican nominee
accused Fssex County Executive Nick
Amato of overstating revenues and
understating expenses. He is charging
Amato with knowingly hiding a deficit
The probable budgetmay provide for a
slight tax incre, I certainly can't find
fault with that resuit. If the Republican
is looking to beat the Democrat nomi
nee, Sheriff Thomas D’Alessio, he better
find some real issues rather than create
one out of thin air

¢ THRIFT bail-out officials have sud
denly become enlightened. They are
proposing to save taxpayers money by
buying insolvent institutions before they
lose their value during the months in
stitutions are under government control.
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stops. I predict that D’Alessio will prove
to be one of the most progressive county
executives in the state’s history — will
be re-elected in 1994 with a bigger ma-

Florio tax package adversely affects me
— but when all the pieces are in place, |
believe we will all be winners — and so

_ will the State of New Jersey
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Del Polito, ‘Fatman’s’

5 (continued from page 1)
mercial art or comic book industry,
like he plans to. DelPolito has
decided to experiment with his
mlem while he works to perfect it,
Because experimentation is how he
got started.

* “Y used to draw dinosaurs when I
was little because my father used to
take me to the museum a lot,”
DelPolito remembered, “And
from there I just got into bigger
guff — but that’s really what spar-
ked my interest. T would just draw
anything that caught my eye
« DelPolito does have an idea as to
what kind of art he likes and doesn’t
Ifke. And like any other artist, he
has his good days and bad day:

% “On a good day I can come out
with three or four pictures or one or
tvo big ones,” he said. “On a bad
day I can’t get anything — I can’t
even draw a Fatman

“Pll draw anything but portraits
— Idon’t find ,mv\huw interesting
about them. I mean you're just
standing there making a copy of
somebody. Other stuff you can
exaggerate, make up your
ideas, and use you imagination

“I like paintings of landscapes
and scenery. I watch Bob Ru:
he continued with a laugh. “I dc
think my mother would let me
paint in front of the T.V. unless 1

own

put a drop cloth down.”

DelPolito explained he’s enroll-
edinacommercial art class at BHS,
and hopes to stay with it for his
junior and senior years. He also
plans to continue at the Montclair
School of the Arts.

Several of the projects at these
classes have been a challenge for
the young artist

“Once they had us crumble a
piece of aluminum foil and draw
what we see in it,” he said as he
lifted his depiction of the foil
Painting represents the biggest
challenge for me.”

One of his paintings, a still life
hanging in the family room of his
house, is his favorite out of all of his
works, It was also a project from the
class in Montclair

At

school, DelPolito is always
called upon by students or teachers
that need artwork done. He’s
decorated the stage for several of
the school’s plays and helped fri
ends with projects

Most of the time I enjoy helping
out,” he I really have t
because it’s what I want to do.

DelPolito’s work has been on
display at the library several times.
At just about every art show he’s
been to he’s come home with two or
three Last time he entered

said

awards
a contest he won two second places.
Before that he was given a purple

ribbon for the best piece of art in
the show, a first place, and a second

place ribbon.

An Orechio Publication
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creator, puts art into perspective

he concluded

“I'll draw at night, or in the
morning, or during a boring class,”

“I usvally cart my

sketch books around with me. Or
I'll just doodle on the back of a
book.”

For DelPolito, even doodling
canbe considered preparation for a

future career
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